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Larry MccKenna with
h the species of marine lif
ife he's dediccated to saviing — the leaatherback seea
turtle.
Larry MccKenna serv
ved 26 years in the USAF
F before turnns as an interrnational bannker, real-esstate
developeer and resortss developer. In 2005, at the
t age of 700, he foundeed the Save O
Our
Leatherbacks Operation (www.saaveourleatheerbacks.org) , dedicated tto saving thee Pacific

leatherback, whose population once numbered in the millions but has dwindled to fewer than
1,000 today.
Scuba Diving: What led you to environmentalism this late in life?
Larry McKenna: Years of diving increased my exposure to many locations worldwide, which
was a blessing but also a curse: I observed the damage we’ve created in every ocean, and each of
these experiences had a cumulative effect. When I was first told about the plight of Pacific
leatherback turtles I knew nothing about them at the time. After considerable research on the
issues — decreased nesting sites, human encroachment on their habitats, etc. — I “bought in.”
The more I became knowledgeable and educated on the situation, the stronger the challenge to
help. My years of experience in many different venues have provided me with the tools and
abilities to move small mountains of resistance to achieve solutions to this particular extinction
issue, and to network among all levels of the international community to seek help and support.
It’s this latter support on so many occasions that has provided added emphasis to continue and to
succeed. My humble efforts to save this giant turtle have now been joined by thousands who
pitch in as needed. We are starting to make a difference.
Scuba Diving: What would you like readers to know about SOLO?
LM: It is a public, IRS-certified nonprofit foundation run entirely by volunteers. All of the
donations provided are applied to the project. Every dollar has true meaning.
SOLO isn’t a scientific operation. We seek practical and workable solutions, which can be
replicated in other locations, with strong and active support from volunteer science professionals,
including internationally recognized marine biologists. All of those who help are volunteers who
serve because they care.
Scuba Diving: How can “ordinary” folks help?
LM: SOLO has a continuing need for active volunteers to assist with helping our effort grow.
This means everything from fundraising, marketing and speaking opportunities to spreading the
word on social media networks to gain more support.
Scuba Diving: What was your first leatherback encounter?
LM: I was sitting on a beach at night in remote Raja Ampat, Indonesia, and was rewarded when
a huge shadow emerged from the sea foam. A leatherback female crawled toward me and began
her nest-making less than 3 feet away. I get goose bumps reflecting on that truly amazing
experience, which convinced me I needed to save them.
Scuba Diving: What led you to writing Almost Gone?
LM: I felt a need to document and to educate/inform about my experiences so others could have
an easier path to success. The book was sold out in short time; a sequel, Success!, is on its way.

Scuba Diving: How is SOLO ed
ducating the public
p
aboutt Pacific leattherback turttles?
m
public functions, in
ncluding DE
EMA and Ouur World Undderwater. It’’s an
LM: Wee exhibit at many
opportun
nity to speak and to meett many hund
dreds of attenndees, and too educate andd inform theem.
We subm
mit articles fo
or publicatio
on; give speeeches all oveer the U.S. annd overseas. We organizze
expeditio
ons to see leaatherback neesting sites in
n July and A
August, and tto observe thhe turtle
hatchling
gs as they maake their waay to the oceaan. We also assist schoool-age individduals with
writing papers
p
and arrticles about the leatherb
back crisis.
Scuba Diving: Can you
y share wiith us some success
s
storiies from SOL
LO work?
LM: Parrt of SOLO’ss efforts includes relocatting nests. W
We’ve docum
mented hatchh-out rates froom
these nessts are 92 to 95 percent (compared to
o the “normaal” 25 to 35 ppercent), andd in the last two
years alo
one, more thaan 25,000 haatchlings hav
ve reached thhe sea as a ddirect result oof our activitties.
Scuba Diving: Whatt would you do with the $5,000 awarrd from Oriss?
LM: It would
w
be don
nated in full to the Found
dation, to furrther help thhe project andd provide
assistance to the villaagers who heelp us. Sociaal improvem
ments to theirr lives is necessary for thhe
future survival of thee leatherback
ks, which nest on these vvillagers’ beaaches

